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" 6, The people of these districts ivillonly labour &t unplea-
sant work for others when very poor indeed. As soon as they
pass the stage of poverty, and can find any work for themselves
of which they may themselves receive the profits, they will work
no more for others, they will undertake no work for con-
tract or hire.

"The status of those persons who used to work as coolies
has altered; the poorest classes are much better off; the men
who used to be eager for daily work of any kind now decline
to do anything of this sort; they have their own little area
under cultivation, and most of the families possess the luxury
of a gun.

" 8. The reasons are that the influx of European capital into
Bengal and the opening out of the country by railways and steam-
ers have enabled cultivators to dispose of agricultural produce
at distant marts and at prices very greatly above former rates.

" 9. The price of labour has been greatly raised by the Rail-
way, which employs any number, not only of men3 but of women
and boys. These persons receive pay according to the work
they do. A man wth several able-bodied wives, who can work
them well, soon saves money, and can obtain a piece of land and
become independent

" 10. When the famine raged in Orissa, crops in this division
were splendid; to increased returns of produce highly raised
prices gave the cultivators of the land most unexpected profits.

"11. Act X* of 1859 has protected the tenants from the
landholders, and bettered the condition of the ryots. Persons
who were coolies were also ryots to a small extent; they are no
longer coolies ; such persons now are not obliged by poverty to
labour for others; they can support themselves from the lands
they till.

" 12. No amount of wages will induce these men now to beat
indigo vats or cultivate tea gardens; loth indigo making and
tea, gardening must be supported by imported labour, or tlwy will
disappear, even in the face of a redundant population with
any amount of spare time on its hands.

" 13. Carriage has increased ; carts, carriages, and boats, have
multiplied ; ponies are very much more used, But the owners
work for themselves; the price of hire has increased, and the
more work an owner can get for his ticca gharry or for his
bullock-cart, the better. He does not usually hire by the
month, but takes advantage of every opportunity, and tries to
obtain as many jobs in the day as he can.